2io             DEMOCRACY IN FRANCE
of the eighteenth century was a by-word for political bribery
and corruption at every level of public administration: yet it
was a period of great military and naval conquests. Feebleness
and Inefficiency there undoubtedly were in Third Republic
.France: especially as regards the bureaucratic red-tape, which
often demanded forty or even sixty-five copies of the most
trivial of documents. But there was little If any connexion be-
tween this kind of inefficiency and either the 'Republic of Pals5
or the "Cabinet of Mistresses5 in the latter days of Reynaud and
Daladler, Similarly, many of the Incidents which looked Hie
treachery and the work of a 'fifth column' were often due to
this administrative muddle zmdpaper&sserie. Treachery, corrup-
tion, inefficiency existed side by side: one did. not necessarily
derive from the others.1
1 Of the many colourful accounts of the fall of France and at-
tempted explanations for it, see especially fiie-J, Bois: Truth on the
Tragedy of France (1941); Andre Maurois: Why France Pell (1940);
Oscar Paul: Farewell, France! (1941); Jacques Lorraine: Behind ike
Battle of France (1943); A. Werth: The Last Days of Paris (1942). All
suffer somewhat from being written soon after the event and during
the war, so- that undue importance is often given to the immediate
circumstances, and perspective Is lost. D. Barlone: A French Officers
Diary (1942) gives some eloquent examples of administrative red-tape
in 1939-4.0.